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On the agenda at
the MAW AGM…

Lambeth Road, London
SE1 6HZ.
Please look out for directions at
the main door for the AGM room.
The nearest tube station Lambeth North - is closed at the
moment. Use Elephant & Castle or
Waterloo instead, or you can use
tube tickets on bus routes between
the tube stations.
Following the AGM - and lunch will be the annual MAW
Remembrance Day Lecture at
3pm, this year given by Vickie
Hawkins of MSF - see p4.

Poetry Please:
Lost Souls

gill.hurle@abolishwar.org.uk

https://abolishwarnow.wordpress.com

The right word in the right
place – new MAW booklet
A new version of the successful MAW booklet, The Final
Surrender: Time to Abolish War, is being planned.
It was first produced in 1999 for the Hague Peace Conference
and has a collection of quotations from various times, places
and people about eliminating war.
The handy pocket-sized booklet is ideal for handing out at
meetings or in schools.
Tim Devereux, chair of MAW, says: “It’s time to refresh and
update one of our most popular and useful publications. We
are currently busy working on the new and updated booklet
which members will find useful and hopefully inspiring.”
The updated version will be published in the near future and
will be available on MAW stalls and via our website There are also copies of our book, Combat Stress, available – a
timely read following publication of the Medact report into the
recruitment of child soldiers in the British Army (see p2).
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Putting pen to paper
Our vice-president, Bruce Kent, recently had a
letter published in The Guardian. And MAW
secretary Sally Reynolds wrote to her local
paper about the military presence at a local fun
day. If you feel strongly about something follow
their example and put pen to paper.
“Michael Fallon’s plan for 150 more school cadet
corps raises more questions than answers (A night
in the field with a unit of Fallon’s school-age
soldiers, 8 October). How about Junior Red Cross
units instead? Or work with Médecins Sans
Frontières? Or as Senior Scouts?
If cadet corps are to have priority, then we must
hope that the UN charter and the declaration of
human rights will be on the agenda – and perhaps
instructions about situations in which a soldier might
have a clear duty to disobey orders.”
Bruce Kent
“Did anyone else feel the military presence at
Abingdon’s “Fun in the Park” day was rather
obtrusive this year?
Not only were there two huge army recruitment
vehicles on the market-place, with a BMX track and
climbing wall staffed by uniformed reservists, but
the centre of the Abbey Gardens area was filled
with a large army vehicle covered in camouflage
netting, a camouflaged army fitness centre, a
bouncy castle staffed by soldiers and a jolly
red-and-yellow recruitment centre advertising
“Join here!”
Fun in the Park used to be a community event with
homespun entertainment and home-made food and
drink. Now local clubs are banished to the car park
while the army takes the prime positions.
I say, let’s keep the army where it belongs - in
barracks, in disaster areas or in war zones. Don’t
bring war into civilian life. A soldier’s life is not all
fun. War is not healthy for children. War is not
children’s entertainment.”
Sally Reynolds

MAW Youth conference on
militarism in British society and its promotion
by government in schools and universities took
place in London on 8 October.

Medact highlights risks to child
soldiers in the British Army

Helping refugees: Citizens UK is one of the
key organisations working to help refugees find out more by visiting the website,
Alternatively several charities are involved
such as save the Children, Oxfam and MSF.

http://www.medact.org/news/recruitment-childrenuk-armed-forces-critique-health-professionals/
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Insights and inspiration - Berlin
helped build our youth network

www.abolishwar.org.uk/peacehistory.html
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Humanity in the face of war: MSF
director delivers key MAW lecture

Linking peace
and climate

Membership subscriptions: If you received this newsletter by post the label on the
envelope shows your membership status: the date to which you are paid up, e.g. 2016;
‘Life’, if you are a life member; ‘SO’ if you pay by standing order or ‘Comp’ if you receive
a complimentary copy.
To join or renew your membership complete the form in this newsletter or download the
forms from our website at http://www.abolishwar.org.uk/join.html. If you would like to
receive email notification of the newsletter availability, instead of a hard copy, please
email gill.hurle@abolishwar.org.uk
Abolish War is published by the Movement for the Abolition of War, 11 Venetia
Road, London N4 1EJ

